Office of Industries andrew.david@usitc.gov, (202) 205-3368 U.S. wind turbine imports decreased significantly from 2009 to 2010 due to a decline in the size of the U.S. market, lower wind turbine prices, several foreign producers' installations decreasing faster than the market, and the opening of several new U.S. manufacturing plants. U.S. exports rose in 2010 as U.S. producers took advantage of growing markets in Canada and Mexico, but exports remain limited in comparison to imports.
DECLINING U.S. IMPORTS
U.S. imports of wind-powered generating sets 1 declined from $2.3 billion in 2009 to $1.2 billion in 2010 (a 46% decrease).
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Factors contributing to the decrease included: 1. Smaller market: U.S. utility-scale (or large) 3 wind turbine installations decreased from 9,922 megawatts (MW) in 2009 to 5,115 MW in 2010 due to a period of lower energy demand, low natural gas prices (a competing energy source), transmission constraints, and the impact of the recession and financial crisis on project financing. The decline in U.S. imports reflects a drop in imports from the EU-27 and Japan. Notable import trends included: 1. Decrease from EU-27 and Japan: European companies are the leading foreign suppliers to the U.S. market and the factors noted above led to the decline in imports from Europe. Imports from Japan fell due to a decline in Mitsubishi installations, a decrease in new orders, and imports and installations occurring in different years. 2. Slight increase from India: India-based Suzlon is the primary supplier of wind turbines from India and was fifth in U. 
